PRESS CONFERENCE  

ITALY AIRSPACE EXPO - NUOVA FIERA DI ROMA

 (30th November – 2nd December) 

Presentation  

Piazza San Lorenzo in Lucina, 26 (second floor)   

4th November – 11am 

A press conference will take place on 4th November at Il Lucina to present the first International Fair dedicated to the world of Aviation, Airports, Defence and Space planned from 30th November – 2nd December at Nuova Fiera di Roma. The press will meet the following people: the Chairman of Fiera di Roma Roberto Bosi, the Chairman of ASI (Italian Space Agency) Enrico Saggese, the Chairman of Trascom Expo (a Fiera di Roma controlled company and the organizer of the event) Antonio Bruzzone, and the cream of the Scientific Committee of the event Domenico Silvestri and Pietro Finocchio.    

During the fair, conferences and workshops will be held by leading national and international operators. “Italy Airspace Expo will be an extraordinary opportunity – states the Managing Director of Trascomexpo Gian Paolo Pinton – for the growth of these important economic sectors in our country and for all large and medium/small Italian businesses which intend to strengthen expertise and business ties in the specific sectors of the event”. 

The event will bring value to the capital city and places Fiera di Roma on the circuit of international events dedicated to the sectors of Defence, Aviation, Airport Logistics and Scientific Research in the space and aviation field - adds Roberto Bosi - Chairman of Fiera di Roma. 

International participants will include the Russian United Aircraft Corporation JSC (UAC), co-manufacturer of the Sukhoi Superjet 100, the An-148 and the MS-21. Approximately one hundred Italian firms will take part. 

Over the next 20-year period, for air transport a demand is expected for about 24,000 new civil aircrafts to the value of 1,800 billion dollars. Moreover, it is estimated that passenger transport will increase at a yearly rate of 5% while freight transport will grow at 6.5%. The global fleet will exceed 32,000 units, doubling compared to the current fleet. 

In the new aircraft field, aeroplanes without a pilot will be one of the new features of air transport for long-haul flights. Since over 70% of aeroplane accidents occur near the ground, new technologies need to be developed to guarantee the same safety levels as aircraft manned by a pilot.  

Furthermore, it is expected that space access systems will be increasingly similar to civil aviation systems and capable of guaranteeing an extension in air spaces from the current 12 to over 100 km. Although sending objects and people into space is still extremely costly (20.000 euros per kilo), studies and research are underway to explore space via so-called aerospaceplanes in order to develop efficient propellers intended to minimise costs and environmental impact. The new aircraft of the future will need to provide advantages in energy efficiency  (up to 20% reduction in fuel consumption compared to today) and reduced maintenance costs. 

Over the next 20 years, to equip the new civil aircrafts and to guarantee maintenance for the existing ones, it is expected that over 70,000 new turbine engines must be manufactured (to the value of over 400 billion dollars), with 35,000 of these intended for aircraft with over 100 seats. 

THE AEROSPACE SECTOR IN THE LAZIO REGION
The Lazio region is an area of international excellence in the aerospace sector with firms operating in the following sectors: 

· Equipment for the fields of aeronautic and spatial communication, radio navigation, surveillance and identification 

· Airport terminals 

· Security (identification, intrusion detection, sabotage, video surveillance) 

· Wireless communication (voice, data, emergency) for airports 

· Fleet management

· Systems Management (energy, air-conditioning, etc.) 

· Fibre-Optic monitoring systems 

In Frosinone and Anagni, important helicopter sub-systems are manufactured for both national projects and international partnerships. In Latina, aircraft cell structures and equipment systems are designed for civil and military aircraft. In Colleferro, all Ariane and Vega solid rocket motors are manufactured as well as a large number of their components, including complete boosters for ground-to-air and air-to-air missiles. The Tiburtina Area of Rome is home to aerospace and avionics companies, which operate in the international market. Roma/Fiumicino is the focal point of Engineering and Maintenance operations, while Marconi Selenia Communications operates in Pomezia, designing and producing Systems and Equipment for Telecommunications and Remote Sensing applications for the Avionics and Space (Terrestrial Segment) sector. Finally, Ritel and the Alcatel/Finmeccanica/Ritel consortium operate in the industrial area of Rieti Cittaducale. 

AVIATION DAY 

In addition, in Exhibition Hall 7 at Fiera di Roma, a 400m2-display area will host an Exhibition dedicated to the history of aviation, set up by Aviatoria Consulting. Thanks to the extraordinary testimony of the airmen of our past, visitors will be able to retrace aviation history from its early origins to the present day. A specific corner will also be devoted to ONFA (Italian Organization for Children of Airmen). 

Rome, 27th October 2010.
